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Course Description
This course explores Islam’s social, institutional, textual/doctrinal, and historical expressions through the prism of gender.  We will pay attention to the feminine as well as the masculine constructs of gender, because the former is often arranged through a contrastive dialectical logic that reinforces the assumptions of the latter’s supremacy.  After some theoretical basis for the constructs of gender, we will examine women in pre-Islamic Arabia and move on to the foundational discourses of Islam.  We will analyze gender configurations in specific Qur'anic texts as well as classical and modern exegeses.  We will read passages from the foundational texts, analyze how gender is textually defined, and how these definitions are socially enacted.  We will explore the Prophetic Tradition, Sacred Law, and Sufism.  Women’s assertion of power through mystical experiences, rituals, prayer, biographies, and oral/textual transmission of knowledge, despite their exclusion from the normative interpretative tradition, will be explored.  Also of interest will be the regulatory discourse of sexual practices and body politics as well as the politics of veiling and Islamic feminism.  Hence, by investigating the nuances of continuity and change in assigned gender roles and representations, this course situates Muslim women as complex, multidimensional actors engaged in knowledge production, self-representation, and feminist struggles.

Required Texts: 
Shirin Ebadi. Iran Awakening: One Woman's Journey to Reclaim Her Life and Country. Random House, 2007.  ISBN-10: 0812975286 
Asma Barlas.  Believing Women in Islam: Unreading Patriarchal Interpretations of the Qur’an.  Austin: University of Texas Press, 2002.  ISBN: 0292709048
Saleemah Abdul-Ghafur, ed. Living Islam Outloud: American Muslim Women Speak.  Beacon Press, Boston, 2005. ISBN: 0-8070-8383-6
Kecia Ali. Sexual Ethics and Islam: Feminist Reflections on Qur'an, Hadith and Jurisprudence.  Oneworld, 2006. ISBN-10: 1851684565 
Laila Ahmed, Gender and Islam.
· There will be some supplementary readings handed out.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Upon successful completion of the course, students will demonstrate an understanding of:
1. The complex interaction of gender and religion in the lives of Muslim women.

2. Men and Women’s position in the context of Islam’s social, institutional, textual/doctrinal, and historical development.  

3. The critical methodologies of women’s studies and (Muslim) feminist scholarship.

4. Developing the ability to apply relevant methodologies to the analysis of the specific issues of Muslim women’s lived experiences, particularly in contemporary society. 

5. The achievements and challenges of Muslim women asserting their agency through rituals, mystical experiences, and prayers. 
Evaluation:
* Attendance, Active and Informed Participation,


20%

* Midterm exam 

(Due Oct. 7)



15%
* Term paper


(Due Nov. 16, 10-12 pages)

35%

* Final exam







30%

General Instructions:
If this is your first Islamic Studies class, you must:
1. read a general introduction to Islam. 
2. visit the following website and look around: http://www.uga.edu/islam/primsourcisl.html
Class Topics:
1. Historical reflections – Gender in Pre-Islamic Near East and Arabi 
2. Gender in Islamic period – Foundational discourses: Qur’an and Sunna

3. Historical narratives and classical period

4. Regulatory discourses 
5. Body politics, sexuality

6. The veil

7. Muslim feminists 

8. Gendered art and architecture (sacred space)
