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This course takes film as the arena of humanity's quest for self-realization/expression and the repository of the collective struggle and memory of such a quest.  We will take cinema as an “archive” of thoughts, values, assumptions, resistances and struggles through audio-visual symbolic form.  We will contextualize and historicize representations of Islam and Muslims in films produced by Muslims (both in the West and in the Muslim world) and non-Muslims (Hollywood, for example) to make sense of the construction of Islam through this creative medium.  Our goal is to understand the efficacy of cinema in creating, reflecting, negotiating, resisting, combating or embracing the underpinning assumptions of Islam in the public sphere.  Our main focus will be Islam, but we will also employ cinema’s visual codes and conventions (such as narrative, filmic statement, enunciation, the gaze, suture) to see how religious sense is made in these films, and to test the assumption of the universality of cinema’s visual codes and conventions.  

Required Books: 

The Pervert’s Guide to Cinema.  Slavoj Zizek.
Masters and Masterpieces of Iranian Cinema.  Hamid Dabashi

Film as Social Practice.  Graeme Truner 

Feminism and Film. E. Ann Kaplan

The Rligion and Film Reader. Jolyon Mitchell and S. Brent Plate.  

Grade to be based on:
* Active and Informed Participation + Talkingpoints
30%

* First Assignment (3-5 pages)  



15%

* Midterm (3-5 pages)




15%

* Term paper, due April 9, 2009 (12-15 pp.)


25%

* Final exam
(3-5 pages)




15%
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Upon successful completion of the course, students will demonstrate:
1. An understanding of the complexities, and peculiarities of “Muslim Cinema”
2. An understanding of social, institutional, textual/doctrinal, and historical expressions of Islam that shape the filmic representations
3. An understanding of the critical methodologies of study of religion through films
Class Topics:
1. Cinema, an archive of collective struggle and memory 
2. The reel Islam and Muslims
3. Cinema in Islam  
4. Islam in cinema

5. Muslims in cinema

6. Muslims in Hollywood  

