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Instructor: 

Mahdi Tourage  




mtourage@uwo.ca   




Office: LH201 – Ext. 4542
Office hours:
Tues. 2-4, Thr.  10-11, or by appointment  

  Film is usually taken as the arena of humanity's quest for self-realization/expression and the repository of the collective struggle and memory of such a quest.  But it could also be the producer of the very contours of this quest.  We will take cinema as an “archive” (both product and producer) of thoughts, values, assumptions, resistances and struggles through audio-visual symbolic form.  We will contextualize and historicize representations of Islam and Muslims in films produced by Muslims (both in the West and in the Muslim world) and non-Muslims (Hollywood, for example) to make sense of the construction of Islam through this creative medium.  Our goal is to understand the efficacy of cinema in creating, reflecting, negotiating, resisting, combating or embracing the underpinning assumptions of Islam in the public sphere.  We will employ cinema’s visual codes and conventions (such as narrative, filmic statement, enunciation, the gaze, suture) as conceptual tools to see how the knowledge of self and other is constructed in films, and to test the assumption of the universality of cinema’s visual codes and conventions.  

Required Books: 
	1. ISBN-10: 0415375142 
	Film as Social Practice 
	Graeme Turner
	Routledge; 4 edition (Aug 18 2006)
	4 edition (Aug 18 2006)
	

	2. ISBN-10: 014103579X 
	Ways Of Seeing [Paperback] 
	John Berger
	penguin classics

	3. ISBN-10: 0375714677 
	Embroideries [Paperback] 
	Marjane Satrapi
	Pantheon; Reprint edition (April 18 2006)
	

	4. ISBN-10: 0375714839 
	The Complete Persepolis
	Marjane Satrapi 
	Pantheon; Trade PB 
	1st ed edition


Grade to be based on:
* Attendance, Active and Informed Participation 




+ Periodical short reaction writings assigned in class
20%

* Midterm 






20%

* Term paper, due March 15, 2011 (12-15 pp.)

35%

* Final exam






25%
Each missed class/assignment will result in a deduction of 1.5% of your participation mark
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Upon successful completion of the course, students will demonstrate:
1. An understanding of the complexities, and peculiarities of “(Muslim) Cinema”
2. An understanding of social, institutional, textual/doctrinal, and historical expressions of Islam that shape the filmic representations
3. An understanding of the critical methodologies of study of religion through films
Schedule of Readings:

	Week 
	Film 
	Topic
	Readings

	Jan  4-6
	Orientalism 
	Clash of Civilizations + the West and Islam, Overview
	1.Carl Ernst, Following Muhammad, 1-36
2.Edward Said, Orientalism, “Introduction” Access it here:

http://brightrising.com/pdf/week07/Edward%20Said%20-%20Orientalism.pdf 

also consult:

http://www.rlwclarke.net/courses/LITS3304/2008-2009/06CSaidOrientalism.pdf 

	Jan 11-13
	Stan of Arabia

(Watch part one before class)
Also watch this 50 minutes interview with Jack Shaheen: 

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-223210418534585840# 
	Hollywood Goes to Middle East: Postmodern style
	1.Jack Shaheen, Reel Bad Arabs, Intro. (WebCT)
2. Tim Simmerling, Evil Arabs in American Popular Films, Intro. (WebCT)

	Jan 18-20
	The Kingdom
	Hollywood Goes to Middle East: CIA Style
	1.Ways of Seeing Ch. 1 to the end of 4

2. Film and Social Practice Ch. 2 to the end of 4 (Film language and Film Narrative)

	Jan 25-27
	Sex and the City 2
	Hollywood Goes to Middle East: Sex and the City Style! 
	1.Ways of Seeing, Ch. 7 

2.Film as Social Practice, ch. 5-6 (film audience, culture, ideology)   

	Feb 1-3
	Embroideries 
	Sex and the City Middle Eastern Style 
	1.Laura Mulvey, “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema” (WebCT)
MIDTERM

	[image: image3.emf]

	Feb 8-10
	The House is Black

Watch both parts Here: 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0w3fTNkOTI
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9mxHBZJ5gE&feature=related
	Seeing, the Feminine Way 
	1. Ann Kaplan, “Women Cinema as Counter-Cinema”(WebCT)
2. Hamdi Dabashi, Masters and Masterpieces of Iranian Cinema (WebCT)

	Feb 15-17
	 Gabbeh 
	Woman as a Sign 
	1.Cowie, “Woman As Sign” (WebCT)

	Feb 22-24
	Reading week
	Yayyy!  
	Read Persepolis and work on your essays

	March 1-3
	Persepolis
	A Childhood in Revolution
	Amy Malek, “Memoir as Cultural Production” (WebCT)

	March 8-10
	Little House on the Prairies
	Muslims on TV 
	Amer Hussain, “Muslims in Drama and Comedy” (WebCT)

	March 15-17
	Paradise Now 
	Suicide Bombing
	Nasser Aboufarha, “Dying to Live” (WebCT) ESSAYS DUE 

	March 22-24
	Meen Erhabe? 

مين ارهابى؟
	Who’s the terrorist?
	Richard Poplak, Shaikh’s Batmobile, “You’re the Terrorist”

	March 29-31
	Review
	
	


Explanation of Grades 

Percentage 
Grade 
Grade Definitions 
      

       
       
      
       
      

90 - 100 
A+ 
Outstanding

The report shows sparkling originality and exhibits a high degree of 
critical analysis of the topic. Sophisticated synthesis and analysis of the theoretical and conceptual dimensions of the topic are demonstrated. Mastery of complex material and ideas is immediately evident. The topic is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the writing and background research is exemplary.

80 - 89 
A 
Excellent 

Strong evidence of original thinking; good organization, 
insightful analysis of the fact and capacity to synthesize; superior grasp of subject matter with sound critical evaluations.  The report shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical analysis of the topic; it gets to the heart of the matter with comments and/or questions. It is clearly focused and logically organized. The quality of writing makes the report immediately understandable. Mastery of complex material and ideas is demonstrated. The report is of appropriate length, while preserving the priorities and emphasis of the material, so that the result is meaningful, not simplistic.

(Occasionally I get a grade disputations from a student who reproduces the facts, and shows some analytical grasp, and still gets a B+.  Please read the descriptions for an A and a B carefully)


       
       
       
      

75 - 79 
B+ 
 Very Good 

Evidence of grasp of subject matter, some evidence of critical 
capacity and analytic ability; reasonable understanding of relevant issues; evidence of familiarity with the literature.  The report shows above average analysis, critical thinking and independent thought. Claims are supported by ample evidence and the components of the topic are well-researched and presented. The topic is addressed in reasonable depth and/or breadth and covers material appropriate to the course. The analysis is organized around focal points and the argument is easily followed. The report demonstrates an above average ability to write in an intelligible style and to condense material meaningfully and with a concern for priorities of that material. 


       
       
       
       
      

70-74 
B 
Good 

The report shows an attempt at analysis and critical thinking. Claims 
are supported by reasonable evidence. The topic is addressed in some depth and/or breadth, with references to the appropriate literature and course material. The analysis is organized around focal points. The report is generally well written and well argued

60- 69 
C 
Competent 

Student who is profiting from their university experience; 
understanding of the subject matter; ability to develop solutions to simple problems in the material. The report demonstrates adequate comprehension of the topic. The report is on topic and is a reasonable summary of material covered in the course, but goes no further. Facts are stated accurately; the quality of writing is sufficiently intelligible with enough elaboration and enough connections made between ideas to permit a reader to understand the point of the report.
       
       
       
       
      

50 - 59 
D+ 
Marginal 

Some evidence of familiarity with subject matter and some 

evidence that critical and analytic skills have been developed.  The report shows less than adequate comprehension of the topic and of the material covered by the course. The report is a less than adequate summary of sources and/or is considerably off-topic. Facts are stated inaccurately or ambiguously; the writing style is difficult to follow; there is insufficient elaboration to permit reader's comprehension of relations among ideas; little judgment is shown in selecting detail for inclusion in the report.
       
       
       
       
      

0 . 49 
F 
 Inadequate 

Little evidence of even superficial understanding of subject 
matter; weakness in critical and analytical skills, with limited or irrelevant use of literature.  The report demonstrates a failure to comprehend the topic. The material is disorganized and unintelligible. The report clearly does not meet the minimal requirements of the assignment.

Also consult: http://www.kings.uwo.ca/philosophy_religious_studies/grading_policies/
A note from the Instructor: 

I am committed to your intellectual development, and enthusiastic about your various responses to the study of the subject matter of this course.  Please call on me early and often for help with the complex nature of the texts we study, issues we discuss that you find compelling or confusing, or the challenges of academic work and its relevance to practical concerns.  I welcome questions and conversations about your writing and thinking, and your plans for the future.  I am available after class, for lunch, dinner, coffee, jogging or workout trips to the gym, and, of course, during scheduled office hours or by appointment.

Few classroom rules (some rational, other idiosyncratic):
* Cell phones must be turned off.
* Eating in class is fine, especially if you are willing to share.

* I am a firm believer in the classroom being a community, and doing everything possible to foster a sense of a learning community in and out of the classroom.  We might have—and probably will have—firm disagreements, and that is fine and good.  Informed opinions are always welcome.  Informed opinion means that your opinions must reference class-assigned readings and discussions, rather just “mouthing off.”  Above all else, I hold myself—and you—to the standard of creating an environment in which we can firmly and politely agree or disagree with one another without belittling one another or creating a hostile learning environment.

* The most important requirement in this course is class participation.  Everyone’s enjoyment of the course depends on you having read the assigned texts and coming to class prepared to engage in discussions.  Bring with you to every class about half a page of notes/questions/confusions from readings, I may or may not collect these, in any event coming to class unprepared will have negative effects on your participation mark.  In your half-page note:  

- reflect on an idea you found interesting or intriguing in the readings,
- Take brief notes (page numbers, keywords, and anything else that will refresh your memory), or highlight the passages that provoke, impress, or confuse you.  
- discuss how the various readings complement or differ from one another,
- explore the implications of a particular idea, 
- compare to another work we've studied, 
- trace how the work speaks to a theme we encountered earlier. (Consult this resource (U. of Toronto): Critical Reading for Critical Writing , also see Consult (U. of Toronto): how to get the most out of what you've read
General Instruction:  

1. Writing assignments are mainly a way of learning course content and developing critical thinking skills.  They must incorporate the course material, class discussions, and lectures.
Our assignments are not “factual” exams, but analytical essays. If you have not done the readings 
before you get to the exam, and if you have not been in class, you can be sure that no amount of 
“pulling all nighters” will help you. But, if you have kept up with the material and have participated in the discussions, I think you will find them engaging, and dare I hope, pleasant, opportunities to analyze and synthesize your own reflections. Exams that are take-home, are open book, but not "open friend"!
2. Term paper should be submitted typed, double spaced, 1 inch margin on either side.  This paper has to be between 10–12 pages and must represent your own work.  The provisions of the University’s Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters are in effect.  “Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:




http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
“All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism.  All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system.  Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com.”

Also familiarize yourself with (U. of Toronto): How not to Plagiarize 

3. How to write an academic essay: 


General advice on academic essay writing
· Check out 10 Commandments of essay writing, by Prof. Mary Suydan 

· Also see her 20 Rules 

· What does academic study of religion mean? by Prof. Mary Suydan

4. Assignments must be submitted on time.  Without an adequate excuse (at my discretion) marks will be deducted at the rate of 5% per day of lateness.  “My computer broke down,” “I handed in my assignment, but you lost it,” “Lightening hit and my computer …” (this one is a true story!) is what I have heard in the past.  It is your responsibility to hand in your assignments on time.   Always keep a backup copy and a second copy of the final draft for yourself.  Late submissions will not receive feedback from me.  

5. Assignments must be handed to me in person, in class, on time.  Assignments may not be submitted by e-mail or by leaving them in a mail box or sliding them under a door. 

6. Attendance and Active and Informed Participation: 

* By enrolling in this course you have agreed to regular attendance in class.  This is the most basic commitment you make to the course 

* Please be on time, chronic tardiness will have negative effect on your grade and your learning experience in this course.  

* Also consult University’s Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness (https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm).  All documentations must be submitted by the student directly to the appropriate Faculty Dean’s Office and not to the instructor.  It will be the Dean’s Office that will determine if accommodation is warranted.

* Each missed class will result in a deduction of 20% of your participation mark 

General Information: 

Extensions and make-up tests: Under some circumstances you may be eligible for extensions on written assignment/essay due dates or the opportunity to write make-up tests. Please note the following carefully, however: The purpose of extensions on written assignment/essay due dates and make-up tests is to compensate for a disadvantage that a particular student has had by comparison with the rest of the class. For example, if serious illness or the death of a close relative has made it impossible for you to apply yourself to test preparation or assignment/essay writing in a way that is comparable to the others in the class then an extension of the due date or a make-up test may be allowed. Please notice that the purpose of these is to offset the circumstances which have placed you at a disadvantage relative to the rest of the class. Therefore, no essay extension or make-up test will be allowed unless clear evidence of such unusual circumstances is provided. In the case of illness this would require a note from a physician stipulating clearly that the illness for which you have visited the physician has prevented you from performing your work. A physician’s note saying simply that you visited his or her office will not suffice. Students will be required to provide medical documentation to the Academic Dean’s Office before being allowed to write a make-up test (see Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness, https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm). Please notice as well that extensions and make-up tests are not intended to compensate for bad time management. If unexpected events interrupt studying or essay writing that has been delayed by you until the very last minute, your circumstances will be considered in large part if not entirely a function of poor time management.

Electronic devices: No electronic devices will be allowed during the writing of examinations.

Academic Offences: Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/ scholoff.pdf
Plagiarism: Students must write their own essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offense. Please refer to Scholastic Discipline under they Senate Policy on Academic Rights and Responsibilities at http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/3
Plagiarism Checking: The University of Western Ontario uses software for plagiarism checking. All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).  Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate cheating.
Accommodation for Religious Holidays

Please refer to the Senate Policy on Accommodation for Religious Holidays at http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/ (See Policy on Academic Rights and Responsibilities).  The Calendar of Religious Accommodation for the 2009-10 academic year is available on the Equity & Human Rights Services’ website:

http://www.uwo.ca/equity/docs/mfcalendar.htm

This calendar shows religious holidays for which Equity and Human Rights Services has confirmed students of different faiths may require academic accommodation.

Support Services

The web site for Registrarial Service at King’s University College is

www.uwo.ca/kings

Counselling and Student Development Services

www.uwo.ca/kings/student_services/counselling.html
Laptop Policy: King’s University College at The University of Western Ontario acknowledges the integration of new technologies and learning methods into the curriculum.  The use of laptop computers can contribute to student engagement and effective learning.  At the same time, King’s recognizes that instructors and students share jointly the responsibility to establish and maintain a respectful classroom environment conducive to learning.

The use of laptops by students during lectures, seminars, labs, etc., shall be for matter related to the course at hand only.  Students found to be using laptops for purposes not directly related to the class may be subject to sanctions under the Student Code of Conduct. (see http://www.kings.uwo.ca/files/file/about/code_of_conduct 2003.pdf)
Inappropriate use of laptops during lectures, seminars, labs, etc., creates a significant disruption.  As a consequence, instructors may choose to limit the use of electronic devices in these settings.  In addition, in order to provide a safe classroom environment, students are strongly advised to operate laptops with batteries rather than power cords.

prerequisites and antirequisites: “Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed.   You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.” 
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