The Erotics of Sacrifice in the Qur’anic Tale of Abel and Cain
Abstract 
This paper is a critical examination of Slavoj Zizek’s reading of the Qur’anic tale of the two sons of Adam, Abel and Cain.  It identifies an overlooked erotic layer of meaning archived in the key Qur’anic term for sacrifice and explores the nexus of eroticism and sacrifice in this tale.  At the beginning of this text the Qur’an announces that the “truth” of this story will be told.  However, that truth turns out to be the symbolic absence of the truth, allowing for a range of interpretive possibilities.  I will argue that in the Qur’anic narrative of Cain and Abel the “shame/penis” of the murdered brother (which is exposed after the murder) is the site of the archive, and interpretive possibilities are conditioned by the function of the master-signifier, the phallus alluded to in the text by the presence of the penis.

