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Instructor: 

Mahdi Tourage  




mtourage@uwo.ca  / tourage@yahoo.ca  




Office: LH201 – Ext. 4542
Office hours:

Mondays 4:30-5:30, Tuesdays 12:30-2:30
Course Description:
This course is about the Qur’an, believed by Muslims to be the unaltered word of God revealed to Muhammad through the angel Gabriel.  We will explore both the form and content of the Qur’an and willread more »  study its major themes (in translation) to find out what they tell us about the nature, appeal, and significance of this text.  We will be attentive to ways in which the Qur’an functions as the primary authority and guidance in Muslim history and contemporary life, including Muslim communities in Canada.  The topics that will be covered include: God and existence, revelation and prophecy, trials and suffering, heaven and hell, religious pluralism and previous scriptures, war and peace, men and women, and human nature and responsibility.  We will have opportunities to refer to classical and contemporary Muslim commentaries, but the focus of this class is on the text of the Qur’an itself.  A knowledge of Arabic is not required, but students who can, will read Arabic original sources.
Course Objectives include developing: 

* A substantial understanding of the text of the Qur’an, including its form, style, and content.
* A substantial knowledge of Major topics covered in the Qur’an.
* A good understanding of the significance of the Qur’an in the lives of Muslims
* Skills of textual analysis through close and often comparative reading of scriptures
General Instructions:
If this is your first Islamic Studies class, you must:
1. read a general introduction to Islam, anything above the level of Islam for Dummies. 
2. visit the following website and read attentively: http://www.uga.edu/islam/primsourcisl.html
3. for translation of the Qur’an I suggest using the translation provided by Center for Muslim-Jewish Engagement at the University of Southern California (three standard translations of each verse are given): http://www.usc.edu/schools/college/crcc/engagement/resources/texts/muslim/quran/ 
Evaluation:
* Attendance, Active and Informed Participation

20%
* Periodical short reaction writings assigned in class

5%

* First Exam 

(Oct. 17)


20%
* Term paper


(Nov. 12, 10-12 pp.)

30%

* Final exam






25%

* Each unexcused missed class/assignment will result in a deduction of 2 points from your participation mark 

A note from the Instructor: 

I am committed to your intellectual development, and enthusiastic about your various responses to the study of the subject matter of this course.  Please call on me early and often for help with the complex nature of the texts we study, issues we discuss that you find compelling or confusing, or the challenges of academic work and its relevance to practical concerns.  I welcome questions and conversations about your writing and thinking, and your plans for the future.  I am available after class, for lunch, dinner, coffee, and of course, during scheduled office hours or by appointment.

Schedule of Readings/Discussions 
Orientation: Transformation of the Ethos of Jahiliyya  
Sept. 
12
Introduction to the course + Jahiliyya 

19
1. Read Watt’s “Religious and Intellectual Background” of Arabia.  Read to the end of III: Muhammad’s Early Life: http://www.bible.ca/islam/library/islam-quotes-watt.htm 

 2. Izutsu, ch. IV, pp 55-73 (The Spirit of Tribal Solidarity) - PDF (WebCT)

How to Study the Qur’an 
 
26
1. Carl Ernst, Following Muhammad, (PDF WebCT) 




2. Bruce Lawrence, “Intoduction” to The Qur’an: A Biography - PDF
Oct 
3
1. Tamara Sonn, “Introducing,” (PDF WebCT) 



2. Murata and Chittick, 28-34

Commentaries—Traditional, Mystical, Modern
10
Thanks Giving—No Class. 

1. Ahmed Von Denffer, Principles and kinds of Tafsir http://www.islamic-awareness.org/Quran/Tafseer/Ulum/Denffor6.html#Principles 
17
A. Tabarai, Ibn Arabi, Rumi, Bin Laden & W. D. Muhammad (Bruce Lawrence)  
+ First Exam (in class)

Themes  


24
Women, Gender 
1. Asma Barlas, “Muslim Women and Sexual Oppression: Reading 
   Liberation from the Quran,” (summary of her book, read pp. 1-14, skim 
   through the rest) (PDF)
2. . Laury Silvers, “In the Book We Have Left Out Nothing” (PDF) 
 

31
Creation – Beginnings
Abdel Haleem, “Adam and Eve” + Murata and Chittick 134-164

Abdel Haleem, “Fatiha” 

Nov. 
7
The End, Heaven and Hell
Abdel Haleem, Heaven and Hell (PDF) + Jesus and Mary,



14
Sexuality



1. Scott Kugle (PDF) 




2. Encyclopedia of the Qur’an (TBA)


21
Discussion ** Essays Due ** 
Dec. 
28
Review 
Dec. 
5 
Review 

Explanation of Grades 

Percentage 
Grade 
Grade Definitions 
      

       
       
      
       
      

90 - 100 
A+ 
Outstanding

The report shows sparkling originality and exhibits a high degree of 
critical analysis of the topic. Sophisticated synthesis and analysis of the theoretical and conceptual dimensions of the topic are demonstrated. Mastery of complex material and ideas is immediately evident. The topic is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the writing and background research is exemplary.

80 - 89 
A 
Excellent 

Strong evidence of original thinking; good organization, 
insightful analysis of the fact and capacity to synthesize; superior grasp of subject matter with sound critical evaluations.  The report shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical analysis of the topic; it gets to the heart of the matter with comments and/or questions. It is clearly focused and logically organized. The quality of writing makes the report immediately understandable. Mastery of complex material and ideas is demonstrated. The report is of appropriate length, while preserving the priorities and emphasis of the material, so that the result is meaningful, not simplistic.
(The most common type of grade disputations that I get are from students who reproduce the facts, and show some analytical grasp, and still get a B+.  Please read the descriptions for an A and a B carefully)

       
       
       
      

75 - 79 
B+ 
 Very Good 

Evidence of grasp of subject matter, some evidence of critical 
capacity and analytic ability; reasonable understanding of relevant issues; evidence of familiarity with the literature.  The report shows above average analysis, critical thinking and independent thought. Claims are supported by ample evidence and the components of the topic are well-researched and presented. The topic is addressed in reasonable depth and/or breadth and covers material appropriate to the course. The analysis is organized around focal points and the argument is easily followed. The report demonstrates an above average ability to write in an intelligible style and to condense material meaningfully and with a concern for priorities of that material. 


       
       
       
       
      

70-74 
B 
Good 

The report shows an attempt at analysis and critical thinking. Claims 
are supported by reasonable evidence. The topic is addressed in some depth and/or breadth, with references to the appropriate literature and course material. The analysis is organized around focal points. The report is generally well written and well argued

60- 69 
C 
Competent 

Student who is profiting from their university experience; 
understanding of the subject matter; ability to develop solutions to simple problems in the material. The report demonstrates adequate comprehension of the topic. The report is on topic and is a reasonable summary of material covered in the course, but goes no further. Facts are stated accurately; the quality of writing is sufficiently intelligible with enough elaboration and enough connections made between ideas to permit a reader to understand the point of the report.
       
       
       
       
      

50 - 59 
D+ 
Marginal 

Some evidence of familiarity with subject matter and some 

evidence that critical and analytic skills have been developed.  The report shows less than adequate comprehension of the topic and of the material covered by the course. The report is a less than adequate summary of sources and/or is considerably off-topic. Facts are stated inaccurately or ambiguously; the writing style is difficult to follow; there is insufficient elaboration to permit reader's comprehension of relations among ideas; little judgment is shown in selecting detail for inclusion in the report.
       
       
       
       
      

0 . 49 
F 
 Inadequate 

Little evidence of even superficial understanding of subject 
matter; weakness in critical and analytical skills, with limited or irrelevant use of literature.  The report demonstrates a failure to comprehend the topic. The material is disorganized and unintelligible. The report clearly does not meet the minimal requirements of the assignment.
http://www.kings.uwo.ca/philosophy_religious_studies/grading_policies/ 
General Information: 

Extensions and make-up tests: Under some circumstances you may be eligible for extensions on written assignment/essay due dates or the opportunity to write make-up tests. Please note the following carefully, however: The purpose of extensions on written assignment/essay due dates and make-up tests is to compensate for a disadvantage that a particular student has had by comparison with the rest of the class. For example, if serious illness or the death of a close relative has made it impossible for you to apply yourself to test preparation or assignment/essay writing in a way that is comparable to the others in the class then an extension of the due date or a make-up test may be allowed. Please notice that the purpose of these is to offset the circumstances which have placed you at a disadvantage relative to the rest of the class. Therefore, no essay extension or make-up test will be allowed unless clear evidence of such unusual circumstances is provided. In the case of illness this would require a note from a physician stipulating clearly that the illness for which you have visited the physician has prevented you from performing your work. A physician’s note saying simply that you visited his or her office will not suffice. Students will be required to provide medical documentation to the Academic Dean’s Office before being allowed to write a make-up test (see Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness, https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm ). Please notice as well that extensions and make-up tests are not intended to compensate for bad time management. If unexpected events interrupt studying or essay writing that has been delayed by you until the very last minute, your circumstances will be considered in large part if not entirely a function of poor time management.

Electronic devices: No electronic devices will be allowed during the writing of examinations.

Academic Offences: Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf 
Plagiarism: Students must write their own essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offense. Please refer to Scholastic Discipline under they Senate Policy on Academic Rights and Responsibilities at http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/3 
Plagiarism Checking: The University of Western Ontario uses software for plagiarism checking. All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com ).  Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate cheating.
Also read the UWO’s Ombudsperson’s notes on cheating, plagiarism and other scholastic offences here: http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/student/cheating.html 
Accommodation for Religious Holidays

Please refer to the Senate Policy on Accommodation for Religious Holidays at http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/ (See Policy on Academic Rights and Responsibilities).  The Calendar of Religious Accommodation for the 2009-10 academic year is available on the Equity & Human Rights Services’ website:

http://www.uwo.ca/equity/docs/mfcalendar.htm

This calendar shows religious holidays for which Equity and Human Rights Services has confirmed students of different faiths may require academic accommodation.

Support Services

The web site for Registrarial Service at King’s University College is

www.uwo.ca/kings

Counselling and Student Development Services

www.uwo.ca/kings/student_services/counselling.html
Laptop Policy: King’s University College at The University of Western Ontario acknowledges the integration of new technologies and learning methods into the curriculum.  The use of laptop computers can contribute to student engagement and effective learning.  At the same time, King’s recognizes that instructors and students share jointly the responsibility to establish and maintain a respectful classroom environment conducive to learning.

The use of laptops by students during lectures, seminars, labs, etc., shall be for matter related to the course at hand only.  Students found to be using laptops for purposes not directly related to the class may be subject to sanctions under the Student Code of Conduct. (see http://www.kings.uwo.ca/files/file/about/code_of_conduct 2003.pdf)

Inappropriate use of laptops during lectures, seminars, labs, etc., creates a significant disruption.  As a consequence, instructors may choose to limit the use of electronic devices in these settings.  In addition, in order to provide a safe classroom environment, students are strongly advised to operate laptops with batteries rather than power cords.

prerequisites and antirequisites: “Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed.   You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.” 

+++

General Instruction:  

1. Writing assignments are mainly a way of learning course content and developing critical thinking skills.  They must incorporate the course material, class discussions, and lectures.
Our assignments are not “factual” exams, but analytical essays. If you have not done the readings 
before you get to the exam, and if you have not been in class, you can be sure that no amount of 
“pulling all nighters” will help you. But, if you have kept up with the material and have participated in the discussions, I think you will find them engaging, and dare I hope, pleasant, opportunities to analyze and synthesize your own reflections. Exams that are take-home, are open book, but not "open friend"!
2. Term paper should be submitted typed, double spaced, 1 inch margin on either side.  This paper has to be between 10–12 pages and must represent your own work.  The provisions of the University’s Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters are in effect.  “Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:




http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
“All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism.  All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system.  Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com.”

Also familiarize yourself with (U. of Toronto): How not to Plagiarize 

3. How to write an academic essay: 


General advice on academic essay writing
· Check out 10 Commandments of essay writing, by Prof. Mary Suydan 

· Also see her 20 Rules 

· What does academic study of religion mean? by Prof. Mary Suydan

4. Assignments must be submitted on time.  Without an adequate excuse (at my discretion) marks will be deducted at the rate of 5% per day of lateness.  “My computer broke down,” “I handed in my assignment, but you lost it,” “Lightening hit and my computer …” (this one is a true story!) is what I have heard in the past.  It is your responsibility to hand in your assignments on time.   Always keep a backup copy and a second copy of the final draft for yourself.  Late submissions will not receive feedback from me.  

5. Assignments must be handed to me in person, in class, on time.  Assignments may not be submitted by e-mail or by leaving them in a mail box or sliding them under a door. 

6. Attendance and Active and Informed Participation: 

* By enrolling in this course you have agreed to regular attendance in class.  This is the most basic commitment you make to the course 

* Please be on time, chronic tardiness will have negative effect on your grade and your learning experience in this course.  

* Also consult University’s Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness (https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm).  All documentations must be submitted by the student directly to the appropriate Faculty Dean’s Office and not to the instructor.  It will be the Dean’s Office that will determine if accommodation is warranted.
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